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There are so many movie trilogies 
and series these days, like 7/e 
Matrix, The Lora of the Rings, 
Harry Potter, etc. lt gladdens 
me that my favorite film worlds 
continue to live on. 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2004 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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STORY AND ART BY 
MASASHI KISHIMOTO 
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ve N 
CHARACTERS 
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Twelve years ago a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit 
attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure. The Hokage, 
or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul 
into the body of a baby boy. Now that boy, Uzumaki 
Naruto, has grown up to be a ninja-in-training, learning 
the art of ninjutsu with his teammates Sakura and Sasuke. 


о 


Naruto and company take on the Chúnin Selection 
Exams but suffer a sudden attack from Orochimaru in the 
Forest of Death. Orochimaru leaves a curse mark on 

Sasuke's body and vanishes... 


on ~ зона 


...only to return to launch Operation Destroy Konoha! 
The attack appears to be thwarted when Lord Hokage 
sacrifices his own life. 


After the onslaught, Tsunade is elevated to the position 
of Fifth Hokage. She immediately attends to the medical 
needs of Sasuke and Rock Lee. Soon after Sasuke's 
recovery, however, the Sound Ninja Four set upon him. 
The Four attempt to woo Sasuke away with the power 
of Orochimaru, but... 
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e por 18 1 9 
The Batte 
Begins... 


IT'S THE 
DEAD OF 
NIGHT... 

WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 


DON'T YOU 
EVER 
TELL ME 
ANY- 
THING? 


WHY 
DO YOU 
HAVE TO BE 
50 SILENT? 
WHY CAN'T 
YOU JUST... 
LET ME IN? 


LIKE 
I SAID, MY 
BUSINESS 


С 


ІТ МА5 
RIGHT HERE. 
YOU WERE 
WITH ME, 
ALONE, THE 
FIRST TIME... 
REMEMBER 


2 À ANNOUNCED 
Howyou H - ANNOUNCED 
BLEW UP А eA 
AT ME? 


《器 


ROUGH, 
SOMETIMES... 


AND THERE'S 
NO WAY 
you COULD 
CALL IT EASy, 
вит... 


WHEN 
YOU GET 
DOWN 
TO ІТ... 


SAS 


- =—/ YEAH, 
SOMETIMES y , 
I TOLD WE ALL 


2 - | WORKED 
otis E TOGETHER 
\ FORA 
ALL LED TO «а РОКА 
THE SAME "У MB: 
PLACE. у Т 


UM 
NOT LIKE 
you 
PEOPLE... 


REMEMBER | 
HOW YOU 1 THATSIT 
SHOWED ME | _ YOURE 


WHAT IT 
шин CHOOSING 
BE LONELY?! LONELY 


PATH? 
WELL, NOW | 


UNDERSTAND. ==; 
IT'S ALL 
FAINFULLY 
CLEAR TO 


« 


HAVE FUN 
EVERY DAY, 
AND... 

AND YOU'LL 
ВЕ HAPPY! 6 
I'LL MAKE 

SURE 


VLL EVEN 
HELP УОи 
TAKE 
REVENGE! 


STAY 
WITH ME, 
AND I'LL 
NEVER 
СЕТ YOU 
REGRET 


THE MOMENT 
YOULEFT 
THE VILLAGE, 
YOU ВЕСАМЕ WITH THE 
OURBOSS. шан 
THAT WAS 
ALWAYS THE ATTITUDE? 
PLAN. 


LET'S JUST 
GET ON 
WITH IT... 


READ 
< THIS K 
WAY 


pr 


5 
A 
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и 
K 
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«< 


YOUR 
FATHER'S 
STARTING 


が 


EVEN SHE 
SMILES 
GENTLY. 


Хо 
У 


% 


の 
OO 


WHAT 
DID YOU 


SER 


SHIKAMARU... 
THAT'S 
YOUR NAME, 
RIGHT? 


IM 
ASSIGNING 
you 
YOUR FIRST 
MISSION. 


OF TIME ТО 
SPECULATE 


KIRK 


THE THING 
15, THIS 
ASSIGNMENT 
NEEDS 


IF NO ONE 
a 


SHOULDN'T 
BE THAT 


MUCH 
TROUBLE. 


MAN, / 
THIS WHOLE 
BUSINESS 
РАДЕ 
BECOMING 
7TTIRESOME. 


FOUR-MAN 
TEAM, 
COMPRISED 
SOLELY 
OF JÓNIN 
AND 
CHÜNIN. 


AMONG MY PEERS, 
НЕ WAS OUTSTANDING, 
DIN EVERY RESPECT; 
НЕ WAS CERTAINLY; 


IF THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
THIS 
MISSION 
WOULD 
CALL 
FOR... 


ASIDE FROM 


THE BARE 
MINIMUM 
NEEDED HERE 
IN THE VILLAGE, 
MOST OF THE 
JÖNIN ARE 
AWAY ON 
OTHER 
MISSIONS, 


«GATHER 
AS MANY 


GENIN AS 
YOU DEEM 
NECESSARY, 
AND LEAVE THE NEXT 
THE HALF AN 


VILLAGE. 


you 
KNOW WHY. 
ASUMA, 
KAKASHI, 
EVEN YOUR 
FATHER... 
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READ 
< к; 
WAY 


CATCHING 
THAT EARLY 
STROLL 15 
PAYING OFF 

TTER 


THAN 
ЕХРЕСТЕС, 
ІТ SEEMS. 


UG льо TB 3: 
The 
Promise / 


47 


El FOLLOW À 
M Me 


ES, 


YOU SURE 
YOU CAN 
HANDLE IT? 


> 


«а 


(Е ТНЕ ТОР 
BRASS SEES 
HIMAS 
SOMEONE WHO 

CAN LEAD, 
IT'S NOT OUR 
PLACE TO 
QUESTION IT. 


THAT MEANS 
IT'S EASIER 
FOR THE 
ENEMY TO 
АМТІСІРАТЕ 
и5. 


LOOK, GUYS, 

SHIKAMARU 

15 А CHÜNIN 
ALREADY! 


you 
HAVE TO 
RECOGNIZE 
HIS 
AUTHORITY. 


SINCE THIS 
15 А RESCUE 
MISSION, 
WE'RE THE 
PURSUER. 


IGNORE 
ME AND 
START 
ACTING 
ON YOUR 
OWN... 


STILL...BEING 
ORDERED 
AROUND BY 
SHIKAMARU, 
WHOSE HEART 
CLEARLY 
ISN'T IN IT... 


Р 


ТНАТ 
DOESN'T 
FEEL 
RIGHT 
EITHER... 


SO DETAIL US 
SOME PLAN 

OR STRATEGY 

ZA THAT SHOWS 

US WHAT THEY 
SEE IN YOU, 


WE NEED 
APARTY 
FORMATION 
THAT CAN 
INSTANTLY 
REACT 
TO AN 
ASSAULT. 


FIRST, 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 


Р”/ vou sPENT 
> ALL YEAR 
WANDERING THE 


A SINGLE-FILE 1 
FORMATION 15 5 WITH AKAMARU, 
VULNERABLE SO IF ANYONE 
TO FRONTAL KNOWS THE 


ATTACK... TERRAIN, IT'S 


YOU... 


YOU CAN 


PLUS, GIVEN 


EVEN DETECT 
YOUR FAIRING AND DISARM TOUR DEUTE 
WITH AKAMARU BOOBY TRAPS, ol 
MAKES YOU WHERE THE SMELL, WE 
DOUBLY ENEMY HAS ам БОС; 
EFFECTIVE. TOUCHED желері 


THEM. 


YOUVE GOT THE THE АМО 
BEST INITIATIVE, CENTER... ši MER THEN. ..l 
SO YOU'RE BEST THE THIRD | | | Can RESPOND PLATOON 
PLACED AT THE 15 YOU, САМ РЕБРОМ LEADER, 
HEART. YOU CAN NARUTO. 
SUPPORT EITHER БЕД БЕСТ ЕУ SECOND. 

THE FRONT . 

OR BACK, 
AS NEED BE. 


MEANWHILE 


YOU'RE THE 


I CAN 
HINGE OF NR 
OUR BACKUP... SE НАМ 
SIGNALS TO 
ESPECIALLY 
COMMUNICATE 
GIVEN YOUR 
SHADOW WITH THE 
RESTOF 


DOPPEL- YOU. 


REAR 
GUARD 
15 THE 

TOUGHEST 


WITH YOUR 
BYAKUGAN, 
YOU CAN 
ENSURE 
THAT OUR 


NO BLIND 
SPOTS. 


AND МЕЛІ... 


THE WHOLE 
AREA BEHIND 
us. 


SQUAD HAS 


NARUTO 
LEFT, 

CHOJI 

RIGHT. 


YOU USE YOUR 


YOU DONT 
HAVE SPEED, 
BUT YOU HAVE THE 
GREATEST STRIKING 
POWER. ONCE KIBA, 
NARUTO AND I LAUNCH 
REAR. A SURPRISE ATTACK, 


15 МЕЛ. 


LET 
ME SEE 
ALL YOUR 
NINJA 
TOOLS 
NOW. 


ти 
JUST TAKE 
THREE 
MINUTES. 


ANY 
QUES- 
TIONS? 


IF YOU'RE 
GOOD SO FAR, 
LET ME TELL 
YOU THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 


«й 


ん THis 
THIS 


< 


ITSNOT 


FRIEND... 


BUT 
LIKE US, 
SASUKE IS 
A SHINOBI 
OF 


« 
54 


READ 
« THIS 
WAY 


Le 
I COULONT 
STOP HIM! 


THIS... 
THIS (S 
OF A 
LIFETIME 


READ 
пе 


«й 


NARUTO 


THAT'S 
MY 
PROMISE 
OFA 
LIFE- 


KERK 


ПШ UN 


LNG) a 


ИМ 


« 
4 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


NARUTO 
PLAYED 
THE NICE 
GUY AND 
PROMISED 


IT'S JUST 
THATLORD 


SOME- 
THING... 
CRITICAL. T 
| 


《器 


YOUR 
CURSE 
MARK IS 
STILL IN 


PELLETS 
FORCIBLY 
AWAKEN THE 
МАВК 5 POWER, 
RAISING ІТ ТО 
SECOND STATE. 


IFLEFT 
UNCHECKED, 
You 
WILL DIE 
IN NO 


WHEN YOU 
DO ACHIEVE 
YOUR NEW 
STATE... 


YOU WILL 
PROBABLY 
GAIN À 
POWER EQUAL . TO 
ТО OURS. \ 
AND YET... THE POWER 
OF THE 
SECOND 


WITHIN 
MINUTES 


ж 


you 
WILL DIE, 


THAN DIE, 
YOU WILL 
LAPSE 
INTO A 
SUSPENDED 
ANIMATION. 


THIS 
BARRIER 
NINJUTSU 


USING 
BARRIER 
NINJUTSU, 
WE CAN 
REIN IN 
THE SIDE 
EFFECTS... 


4 WE EXCEL 
IN ALL MANNER 
OF NINJUTSU, 
BE IT BARRIER, 
DEFENSIVE 
WALLS... 


CURSE 
MARKS, 
SEALING 
а SPELLS 
| АМОТНЕ 
| REST. 


SASUKE, 
SIR... 


WE'RE 
THE SOUND 
NINJA FOUR, 
BODYGUARDS 
TO LORD 
OROCHIMARU. 
THE ELITE OF 
THE ELITE. 


« 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


“| 
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> 


И a РЕД УБ 


と ーーー ルー 


DAT ST 
gg аи 


THE 
ONLY 


„15 TO REASON 
PROVE | EXIST... 


THAT EVEN 
І HAVE THE 
MAKINGS OF 
A SPLENDID 
NINJA. 


you 
KNOW 
THISIS A 
DANGEROUS 
BUSINESS, 


EVEN 
IFITIS 
SUCCESS- 
FUL... 


«ш 
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FE FOSTERING 
“ELF SUCHE НИ. 


PROMISINGA : 
Р E 
= 222 


I NEVER 
IMAGINEO 
THE MISSION 
WOULD TAKE : 
THISLONG... 4/5 


ABOUT 
ТО GET 


COMPLI- 
CATED. 


ģ 
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THINGS ARE 
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NO POINT IN 
TALKING, EH? 
LAST TIME YOU 


SHUT ЦР, 
SCUM. 
YOU SHOULD 
WAVE DIED 
ON YOUR 


THIS..ITS 
IMPOSSIBLE... 


«а 


THEIR 
SCENTS 
WERE 


ORIGINAL 

FIVE ARE 

LEAVING 
THE BLOOD 


TURN UP 
SOMETHING 
BY INVESTI- 
GATING... 


GZ | 


HALF-COCKED. 
WE'LL HAVE 


LAID TRAPS 
AND ARE 
LYING IN 


AND IF YOU 
HIT ON ANY 
UNUSUAL 


LISTEN... 


THE POSSI- 
BILITY THAT 
THEY'RE BEING 
TAILED BY 
AN ELITE 
TRACKING 


WELL FIND 
THEM BEFORE 
THEY SPRING 
AMINE AT US! 


REEKS 
OF THE 
ENEMY! 


THEYRE 
FORMING A 
PERIMETER 


ABOOBY TRAP 
NINJUTSU IS 
TRIGGERED 

WHEN AN ENEMY 
ENTERSA 
SPECIFIED AREA. 
IT'S A SORT OF 
TIME LAG 


IT'S 
A PRETTY 
ADVANCED 
NINJUTSU... 
AT LEAST, 
ACCORDING 
TO ABOOK MY 


DAD ONCE 
FORCED 
ON ME. 


IT'S AKIND 
OF TRAP 
NINJUTSU, 


KER 
THS K 


SHADOW 
POSSESSION 
TECHNIQUE! 
| GOT YOU 
IN THE NICK 
ОР TIME... 


«< 


те 
DOUBLE 
JEOPARDY. 


THEY 
MIGHT BE 


WOUNDED... 


ORITS 
JUSTA 
RUSE... 


THE FIRST WIRE 
REFLECTS THE 
LIGHT SO IT'S EASY 
TO NOTICE, 
BUT THE SECOND 
ONE IS FROSTED 


FOR 
SOMEONE 
IN HASTE, 
IT'S АМ 
ELABORATE 
TRAP. 


KERK 


SORRY, 
NARUTO, 
IT'S МУ 
TURN TO 
SHOW OFF 
MY LATEST 
TECHNIQUE. 


WE'LLHIT 
OUR TARGET... DON'T BE 
JUST AS SON AS IMPATIENT. | ed 
I KNOCK OUT A 


105 


¿004 


/ 
фан 


186: 


2 Number 


гавал / 


7 


= À 


FIGHTING IN 
OUR SECOND AND WHAT: 


STATE TOOK ARE WE 


DOING? 
ЈЕО KICKING OUR 


FEET UR 


«< 


ALL RIGHT. 
LET'S SPLIT |, 


TES 
BLY 


Uri 


l 


wWOULONT 
KILL HIM 


ABRUPTLY. 


BARRIER 
TO SEE 2 
ag 


WELL, WELL. 
THE THINGS 
YOU FIND IN 
THE UNDER- 
BRUSH... 


I WAS 
EXPECTING 
A SNAKE. 
TURNS OUT 
IT WAS JUST 
ACOUPLE 
OF BUGS. 


114 


SAS 


НЕЕ НЕЕ... 
WHAT ОО 
YOU INTEND 
WITH THAT 
SMOKE 
BOMB? 
WHATEVER 
YOU со, 
THERE'S 
NO ESCAPE 


THINNER 
THAN HAIR, 
STRONGER 
THAN WIRE, 


GEE 
WHIZ... 


116 


READ 


AF 


д l) UL IID A 787 %” 


567 ино 


DEVOUR | ш--А T : THEY'RE 
'EM, THEN MIE. 
CATCH : 


| GOTTA 
GET BACK 
MY ENERGY, 


SAS 


KERK 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« WAY 


READ 


< 


THIS 


ІТ FEELS 
LIKE I'M 
BEING 


A 


2 


NINJA 
ARTOF 


HUMAN 
MIMICRY!! 


I COULD 
NEVER PULL 
OFF 


«< 


НЕН... 
WHAT FUN. 
BUT YOU'RE 


JUST 
LETME 
OUT. 
ME 

ALONE. 


Im 
TIRED OF 
FIGHTING. 
IT'S TOO MUCH 
TROUBLE. 


FAINTEST 
CLUE 
WHAT 

YOU'RE 
SAYING?! 


I ТАКЕ IT 
YOU'RE THE 
LEADER? 
NEVER 
THOUGHT 
ГО HEAR YOU 
BEG FOR 
YOUR LIFE! 


THEN... 

NEVER 
MIND THE 

REST... 


« 


о 


WAY 


NO, 
YOU'RE 
NOT GOING 
ANYWHERE. 
you 
DESERVE 
TO DIE. 


LOOK, 
YOU DUNCE, 
HE CANT 
GET OUT. 
THAT'S 
WHYHE'S 
BEGGING. 


AND 
TO THINK 
YOUR 
TEAM- 
MATES 
PUT THEIR 
LIVES IN 
YOUR 
HANDS. 


SASUI 
SELLING OUT 
YOUR 
TEAMMATES... 
SO THAT'S 
THE CHŪNIN 
OF KONOHA, 
HUH? 
HEH HEH... 


TO THINK 
I HAD FAITH 
IN YOU! 
IWONT 
MAKE THAT 


THOUGH 
| GUESS 
THE SHADOW 
OF DEATH 
ALWAYS 
BRINGS OUT 
AMAN'S 
TRUE 
COLORS. 


я 
вит 
LIKE US; 


SO WHEN 
CHOJI 
LOSES HIS 
TEMPER, 
HE BINGES 
ON JUNK 
FOOD. 


SHEESH... 
THERE'S 
ANOTHER 
USELESS 
ONE. 


THE WALL 
15 BRIMMING 
WITH CHAKRA. 
YOU SAW WHAT 
HAPPENS. 


EVEN IF 
YOU DAMAGE 
ITALITTLE, 
IT WILL 
REBUILD ITSELF 
IMMEDIATELY. 


TAIJUTSU WITH 
DESTRUCTIVE 
POWER 
STRONGER 
THAN MINE. 
THAT WOULD 


IVE 
GOT NO 
CHOICE... 
l'M USING 


SHADOW 
DOPPEL- 
GANGERS! 


IN SHORT... 
UNLESS IT'S А 
TAIJUTSU STYLE 
ATTACK THAT 
CAN BREAK DOWN 
THE WALL WITH 
A SINGLE BLOW, 
IT'S ОР NO USE. 


CHOJI, 
DON'T 


SPEAK 
OUT LOUD 
FROM 
HERE ON. 


NEJI...DO YOU 
MIND USING THE 
REST OF YOUR 
CHAKRA TO 
OBSERVE 
THE SPOT ON 
THE WALL 
BEHIND YOU 
AND CHOJI? 


READ 
< THis 
WAY 


TOTALLY! 


STILL, EVEN 
THIS SEEMINGLY 


SATURATION... 
ORSO 


SHIKAMARU 
SPECULATED. 


І МОТІСЕО 


《器 


FURTHERMORE, 
BY SKILLFULLY 
DRAWING OUT А 


CONVERSATION, 


THE ENEMY'S 
POSITION. 


SLOWER 
TO RECOVER 
MEANS А 
LOWER 
SATURATION 


THE AREA 

FURTHEST 

FROM THE 
ENEMY... 


«HAS TO 
BE THE 
WEAKEST. 
HE JUST 
NEEDED TO 


å IE -一 
4 
3 Й 
> ¿> 
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den. 188: 8: 
Тһе Shinobi of 
Konoħagakure...ll 


NOW THAT 
WE'RE OUT, 
WE'VE GOT 
THE UPPER 


IT'S 


RISKY TO 
FIGHT HIM 
HEAD-ON 
RIGHT 
NOW. 
WE MAY BE 
AND IF THAT IF WE TAKE FIVE-ON-ONE, 
HAPPENS, TOO LONG. BUT WITH 
OUR POWER , OUR CHAKRA 
WILL BE SASUKE WILL PUR ушуд 
CROSS THE 
USELESS BORDER, CAN DRAW OUT 
ON ITS OWN. - THE BATTLE 
РОК А WHILE. 


$0 
WHAT'RE 


WE 
SUPPOSED 
7000?! 


Зопілі2>< 1-2 


A 


TOKKEN! 
) SHOULDER 
a CHARGE!! 


AS FOR 
THIS Guy, 
NARUTO 
AND | WILL 


NEJI, 
VM MAKING 
you 
SECOND IN 


THE WAY 


WE'RE 
RUNNING OUT 
OF TIME. 

LET'S SPLIT 


THISIS 
GOING, 


DO you 
HONESTLY 
THINK 
SPLITTING UP 
PUTS YOU IN 
ABETTER 


POSITION? 


7 НЕН... 


AND YOU'RE 
THE SQUAD 
LEADER, 


NO JUTSU! 
SHADOW 
POSSESSION 
TECHNIQUE!! 
AGAIN? 


ITSA 
USELESS 
TECHNIQUE. 
IT'S NO 
BETTER THAN 
A CHEAP 


STAGE 
TRICK. 


160 


сс 
7 ЗАВ: 
NOTA € Ну HAVING A 


NITWIT FOR 
ALEADER 
SURE MAKES 
THINGS 
TOUGH... 


WELL, 
ILL BE SCUMBAGS, 
NICE AND GIVEN THE 
KILL YOU SHADOW-LOVING, 
BEFORE YOU DEPRESSING 
EVEN NOTICE 
WHAT YOU'RE 
SUFFERING. (2 


YEAH, 
EXACTLX 


ғ 


ІМЕ GOT 
MY SPECIAL 
RESERVE... | 


IFWE LOSE 
SASUKE NOW, 


WHY IS 
ITWE 


NDED 
TOGETHER 
?! 


АВЕ 
You 
NUTS?! 


YOU CAN'T 
TAKE THIS 

GUY ON BY 
YOURSELF! 


器 4 


ITS: 
CHOJVS 
FARTING 

GIFT. 


165 


AT | оқа; 
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Т 


g VĒ 


GREEN, 
YELLOW, RED. 
THE TRIAD OF 

COLORED 
PELLETS, 
SANSHOKUGAN, 
CAN 
GIVE YOU 
EXPLOSIVE 
POWER. 


AHH! NO 
WONDER 


HE WAS SO 
SURE OF 
HIMSELFI 


HE 
BROUGHT 
ALONG THE 
AKIMICHI 
CLAN'S 
SECRET 
TRIPLE 
THREAT! 


Ж グン 
WEHF 
д’ 


(11723 


SUN 


z 


A 


ға 
5 
SSS 


f 
(AX? 
MM 


I 
| 


bor 18 9 


um 
2 

2 
Me 


и 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


AH CRUD... 
NEVER 
THOUGHT A 
HORENGAN 
COULD 
HURT THIS 


«< 


HE'S JUST 
WORRIED 
WHETHER 
THOSE 
PELLETS 


KNOW THAT 
ALONE... 


Х AKAMARU 
е У ЖАЗ” CAN JUDGE 

САМ HELP : / | 

CHOJI WIN 


| AGAINST THAT 
MONSTER... 
THAT'S ALL. 


POWER THAT 
МАММОТН IS 


COMMANDING... 


CHOJI MAY 
WELL STAND 
ZERO CHANCE 
AGAINST HIM. 


RIGHT NOW, 

| CALCULATE, I DID 
UNLESSWERE IMAGINE THE 
PREPARED TO WORST-CASE 


KILL ONE SCENARIO, 
ENEMY APIECE, IN WHICH 
EACH OF US 


WE WON'T 
MUST FIGHT 


BE ABLE 
TO REACH SEPARATELY... 


THE ONE 
THING HEIS 
CONFIDENT 

ABOUT IS THAT 

HE'S THE 

WEAKEST LINK 


IT'S 
TRUE... 
IFWE SIT 
BACK AND 
LOOK AT 
THE SITU- 


THAT'S RIGHT... 
WE KNEW 
FROM THE 
START wE 
WEREN'T OUT 
FORAPICNIC. 
WEVE STAKED 
OUR LIVES 
ON THIS 
MISSION. 


« 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


< 


THAT'S WHY 
HE 5ТАУЕО 
BEHIND. 
НЕ WANTED 
TO BE THE 
FIRST ONE TO 


№ ; 
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M 


NA 


$ 
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p 


SÓN 


26271 || ! 
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REJECT. 
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A PAWN AMONG 
KNIGHTS. 


THIS IS WHY 
EVERYBODY 


SHEESH... 
THERE'S 
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LATELY, IT'S BEEN GETTING REALLY DIFFICULT FOR 
МЕ TO COME UP WITH NEW CHARACTERS. IT'S SO 
HARD TO DESIGN GOOD ONES THAT, THE WAY THINGS 
ARE GOING, ГМ AFRAID THAT THE NARUTO SERIES 
MIGHT ВЕ IN TROUBLE...SO ТО OVERCOME THIS 
PROBLEM, WE DECIDED TO HOLD A NEW EVENT! 


AND JUST WHAT 15 THIS NEW EVENT?! WELL, IT'S А 
"DESIGN AND MAIL IN YOUR OWN ORIGINAL CHARAC- 
TERS TO POOR CREATIVITY-DRAINED KISHIMOTO" 
COMPETITION! THE MOST EXCELLENT WORKS WILL 
BE PRINTED IN JUMP COMICS! IN ADDITION, | WILL 
COPY AND ILLUSTRATE THE BEST DESIGN, AND THAT 
TOO WILL BE PRINTED!! (PLEASE NOTE, THE BEST 
DESIGNER WILL RECEIVE AN AUTOGRAPHED COPY 
OF MY TAKE ON HIS OR HER DESIGN.) 


SERIOUSLY IF YOUR CHARACTERS ARE GREAT, THEY 
MIGHT EVEN APPEAR IN NARUTO! SHOULD THAT НАР- 
PEN, JUMP EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT WILL CONTACT 
YOU BY PHONE OR IN WRITING. (PLEASE RESPOND 
COURTEOUSLY WHEN IT HAPPENS!) 


REMEMBER, THE DESIGN MUST BE TRULY ORIGINAL! 


FURTHERMORE, YOU MUST DRAW A FULL BODY 
MODEL OF THE CHARACTER!! 


HERE'S THE ADDRESS FOR SUBMITTING YOUR CHAR- 
ACTERS: 


PLEASE SEND THEM TO: 
SHONEN JUMP 

C/O VIZ MEDIA, LLC 

PO BOX 77010 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107 


Ж NOTE: WE АССЕРТ POSTCARD SUBMISSIONS 
ONLY. PLEASE DO NOT SEND LETTERS. С) 


(THIS CONTEST WAS FOR JAPAN ONLY ВИТ WE'D 
STILL BE HAPPY TO SEE YOUR DRAWINGS. —ED) 
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IN THIS 
SECOND STATE, 
MY POWER 
15 TEN TIMES 
WHAT IT WAS 
BEFORE. I'M 
INVINCIPLE. 


READ 
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SUCH ASA 
GREATER 
THAN EVER 
NEED FOR 


BUTIF 
I LISE 
THAT 
ILL DIE ONE... 
FOR 


SURE... 
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COURSE 
HE WILL. 


SAS 


ASIWAS 
SAVING, YOU'RE 


NOTHING BUT 
A FILTHY, CAST- 
AWAY PAWN. 


BUT DON'T 
WORRY... 
ONCE l'M DONE 
WITH YOU, 
IVE GOT A 
HANKERING FOR 
SOME FRESH, 
JUICY KNIGHTS. 


LOOK... WE 
WON'T HAVE 


BUT HAVING 
A PAWN LIKE HIM 
15 THE SAME AS 
NOT HAVING 


IT AT ALL! YOU KNOW, 
A THE ONLY 
SON 
SHOGI IS ANY 
FUN IS BOTH 
SIDES ARE 
EQUAL. 


ORLATER 
YOULL FIND 
AFRIEND 
wHO 
SEES THAT 
IN YOU. 


WHEN 
THAT HAPPENS, 
YOU TREASURE 

THAT FRIEND. 
BECOME 
COMRADES, 
AND HAVE FAITH 


IN EACH OTHER. 


OKAY? 


AND... 
THE WHOLE 
AKIMICHI 
CLAN 15 ALL 
FAT AND 
STUPID. 


EVERVONE 
SAYS... 


AH, CHOJI. 
YOU'RE А 
SWEET BOY. 
SWEETER 
THAN 
ANYBODY. 


AND, UM, 
YOU'RE 
SITTING 
IN MY 
SPECIAL 
SEAT. 


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO THE 
NINJA 
GAME? 


I LIKE 
LYING ON 
MY BACK 

AND 
WATCHING 
THE 
CLOUDS 
FROM 


YOUR 
SPECIAL 
SEAT? 


HEH... 
ІТ СОТ 
TIRESOME, 
so | QUIT. 


AKIMICHI 
CHOJI, 
OFTHE 

AKIMICHI 

CLAN. 


CHOJI! 
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SCUMBAGS, 
GIVEN THE 
SHADOW- 


LETS WAL.. 
NOT RUSH 
Mūs. = 


THAT'S WAY 
WORSE THAN 
STEALING 
THE LAST BITE you 
OF THE VERY INSULT 
BEST FOOD. MY 
IT'S WORSE BEST 
THAN CALLING FRIEND? 
ME AFATSO, : 
OR А SCUMBAG. 
IN FACT, IT'S 
UTTERLY AND 
ABSOLUTELY... 


